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Abstract

With the rapid growth of communication needs, Low Earth Orbit (LEO) satellite communications have
gradually become a solution for seamless global network coverage. Due to the lower latency and wider signal
coverage of LEO satellites, they are superior to geostationary Earth Orbit (GEO) satellites and medium Earth
Orbit (MEO) satellites in many application scenarios. With the promotion of projects such as Starlink and
OneWeb, LEO satellite communications are in a rapid development stage. However, the dynamic environ-
ment of LEO satellite networks has brought new challenges to the transmission layer protocol TCP (Trans-
mission Control Protocol) widely used in the Internet today. The LEO satellite network has many problems,
such as frequent satellite handovers, high bit error rates and variable round-trip times, which cause its perfor-
mance to be significantly reduced. This article summarizes the development history and current status of LEO
satellite communications and describes the challenges that LEO satellite communications pose to the trans-
port layer protocol TCP.
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wRRiE 2 Gk ’:; B B A% & 1990 # & M # (Low Earth Orbit, LEO) % i 31
R BTN i*u IR o KAy PR ﬁi 7 51 3 (Global System for Mobile Communications,

GSM) i sty m t m"é;—. Eobrde o A 53 L BUR YRR Y (TR S A 0 B
¥ P LEO firk el JUPRFAHE A — A (P 3RPeqh o G A PRIAS R B XA R F
PFFAEN R K o PR URF A AF S FERFIEL - PR LEFF
- P 4eodkferk (Iridium, nd.) o2 3% & (Globalstar, n.d.) ¥+ LEO % il 3 PR
VR E ek 2 o

TERPHAALELFHFRE > AR E S 2HFAHFEIL P (SpaceX, nd.-b) 77 kbt st
Fro ¥ wozinFalcon 9 V4 2 5 & B0 i3I8 PR fugi VH B A e P ® 0 LEO
e B oo B4 AR e Al > B ET wolneni PR > B st E {5

v ' 22 LEO A i i sehd & > @ LEO Rk @ 57 9 g -

b bR BN T 0 LEO ik PRI E- HifA 0 2 6 5CG REF KE B
ﬁhﬁfﬁﬁﬁiﬂi FEUBH T 2 DR AR K ¢ L H LN G R
Bl TASEE Sk LS S \wma‘;é X TP LEO ik mﬁﬁ Poid 38 g
AEOUTYFeRELE BRI L AAGRRE M o ﬁ—ﬁ};gf%“ 6G HFE B 0 2T R
HATPRALRE PP FREE LEOf SR R MG ArrEES % BB
TRRRES O OBRY RN AR Dl e -

FELEEEFE AR hp 1999 & ¥ - =03 AR - 5T 2023 & 10 P 9 P B
st Wi e ¥ R RERF AT (FMRX 39 v ond) o @R LAY g
'F’:%fff.’i ik M'ﬁf@“’*’ Mprfeenis 4 3 P BT RS A2023 &2 110 4prieE
s 27 OneWeb £ % 7 A2 (JLP & ~ FlL= »2023) » AZ RPN 4L ~ Hhifd F

23 jf_a%f?ﬁﬂﬁ' ML F 2B RERAMATE 2 FL (S B (Backhaul) o Fx iR u_T%;
BT BN R 1muhﬁ%§moatt LAMRLL TP FL G FEFELDY S
s P A e g B oo
—__‘ 2h- . _E £S5
2\ LEO f3 &2 1@ Ut i
FERAGALFELEIA DT REFMAY  HAFLPMATVERD 202 &P F S EF X
% f?mxmﬁ P ABEB e R BT T o 1957 EERI A S A 2 R % - A

i % Sputnik 1 5L:& » 7 & 3 (Humphries, 1980) » & F & » X 2R R e - 4
1960 & > £ RF T 5 - FEE * @ AfEs Echo 15 FIT ¥ - I EwEEFHFFHEA
frB®l i@ 4% (Gao, Li, and Shi, 2021) - i&- h BEE 7 fiFk W Hairing B o W F Hjiv 3 %7
B WL iR fort i A ETIHE 0 E E RS AR RARR L T AREIE T 2R T me
hEE M & %;;L,A%;gz R s R L AN S - eI %u@ﬁ;]ﬁ’fr Mg fLp F
i‘g%c » > F & * LEO #4 @ﬁi@]&#‘;mf‘u.uﬂﬁ Ao

HAfE: RH T 3 REFLAET A 52/ 50 B 1977 o B¢ 23k h Fuif
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( Geostationary Earth Orbit » GEO) ik %+ 7% 34428 36,000 km shfrisf + - & 5L FIRA
Fr AR RS L ABEE RS AR G A E - GEO #h 1 R B F Hdf
R4k ® AL o— 4 Mk fedp il B PRIE o ¥ ¢h > ¢ g (Medium Earth Orbit » MEO) 4 =
3R 445 1,201 ~ 36,000 km g b0 4 & 3 23k = % % (Global Positioning System,
GPS) o & H&us it o @ LEO fk B 2073 329 160 ~ 1,200 km ndresg F oo d 3t dis
g R R R FLEO R &5 T RiE DD ﬁs?] i% i+ ( Al-Hraishawi, Chougrani, Kisseleff,
Lagunas, and Chatzinotas, 2023; Chotikapong, Cruickshank, and Sun, 2001) : — ~ $i&-] éhi# 3
WY ARETH B GEE kS J TEERYE 34 G 3T 0 LEO WA B gpu AR > R A
BN SG TR E NIRRT 5 el R B I LEO L kA e g osh e @ ¥
FHRBRRT PP A OERTFE o FIZRES ARM O A FRELDEE = SRR L
SR EFF LEO #E A T RIRLAREFE EBFAR T A H
HRERIEE > RARE{ 2R N2 EREE c D AFEEE N NS R | AT o

1201 ~ 160 ~
= 36001KM ~ =1 36000KM 1200KM
GEQ) MEO

B1 FR#HEAGSEBCREETER

3t GEO: ¥ 3 e # #if (Geostationary Earth Orbit) ; MEO : ® #uig (Medium Earth Orbit) ; LEO @ i (Low
Earth Orbit) -

TR KR K p A A

®1 ZHEEAREAHSHE

%K GEO MEO LEO
LS () 24 6 1.5
wEA e (EF) 15 7~12
Fh B R % v 6
RTT it & (£ 4)) 600 ~ 800 125 ~250 30 ~ 50
PRF% 4 ] R o %
DR APRIETE Fh 3 6 ¥h A
ks TALUELR 46 [t e e LR

FE T ¥ fin ki

I GEO: ¥ I#;E # g (Geostationary Earth Orbit) ; MEO @ ® #if (Medium Earth Orbit) ; LEO @ i (Low
Earth Orbit) -

FH KR T p AL
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% LEO TR A S i B2 4

LEO &k & sLf Ay fo = 2 Epd ] 3T R G PUE 6 (Orbit Plane ) ~ #uig # & (Shell )
%k & & (Satellite Constellations) ° #uif {:};1 d F3EFEE TS i T oo gl
Fh3m3 A% Adple g b o THRBIE TP RAEGT o F BRE G b DR Rt R
FHFROIPEEE > R FERRE PR U o R o P B g - BN F A RApR
BRDIBRER PEE SR ARARATHELNREFR > - BREY s s i
¥4 5 = %A &g (Walker Star) ~ 4L (Walker Delta) 2272 & (Mixed) (Leyva-
Mayorga et al., 2022) > 4-B 2 #7577 o B B A P b AL A E LD > N AARE 2 F
YEFT LA BieE 0 FIRE T N DIRERIRIE A FE AR Y60 R 0 T2 7 € MET
Jﬁavmﬁm%@*ﬂﬁi$ﬁm RE LG A v F oA Rs LriaafEs
A whEsd o REFF (SR F - WEEREY J BRERAIPI RRE TR
iEEEW o P I PR E Y ER A AR E o RSk BRI
i ’H££5G346Gﬁﬁﬁﬁ®%&ﬂﬁﬂiu%jkmgﬁ
0 BB R AR R o
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Walker-Star Walker-Delta Mixed

- Covelage ' Different Direction
(:] No Coverage

B 2 & PhE {tﬁﬁl‘iﬁtm G "ﬁ%ﬁ'f‘rﬁi‘
4L kiR © Leyva-Mayorga etal. (2022) -

LEO f#F 4 % %ﬁﬁv@ﬁi%li’# Hd A ged s Su iR KR (User-Equipment, UE )

Fhls > M2 Fh2 Bl i 4> NV A @aiad  BHRVARA
Z %f';‘: i@ % (Bent-Pipe) £2 & & :¢ % (Inter-Satellite Connect) » ™ F 3P 2 'Ehi‘..é"v Fa

UES ka8 A S E @B B LLATLIE e P UE(Bde: 248)

£ 3GPP (3rd Generation Partnership Project) #1 2 # 7 NTN (Non-Terrestrial Networks )

mqhﬁ FTIBEMAGFELEEZGSE AL g N Z R LA P ey (User Terminal,

UT) CH A Al G ok P B ER S PFELE MY FERY A W4 (Elevation
Angle) $#REP i GFEE A 2% (4hin 8 > 2023) > @R N heB 3o
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e ~~Sender == ISL Connection Receiver™~~g
72 (3% 3m) -=p Bent-pipe Connection (A Hc) \\\
»

B4 S5as (RES) REMES (LFATH) F2H
F 4L % ik Hauri, Bhattacherjee, Grossmann, and Singla (2020) -

RSB RIEE T CAd 1 v B4 %488 (Inter-Satellite Links, ISL) » &2t
é@i" rﬁ Hi @itk 7% c A s A k- e p ik 2 FF o
BaEA S w P & F4aR (Intra-Plane ISL) - A 457 b U3 o 0frk PIFE G 6 B & F4aR
(Inter-Plane ISL) > 4@l 5 & Rl S22 B i @ S8R 2 F > 2R3 589 » dk
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B R T F RLERME R D F R T I G 0 B R T Bl A 0T A e

BB @ﬂi@]é@‘fréﬁl*ﬂ (Haurietal.,, 2020) ~ Fl/u *F iRgh > & Ba g 57 F sk o
P RIE RO B P o

Inter-plane ISL

Inter-plane ISL

Intra-plane ISL

B 5 Intra-Plane ISL $Z Inter-Plane ISL =& &
F AL KR The Network Simulator—ns-2 (n.d.) -

B LEO HEAHRBEREA

5 7 B f2 LEO ik & SLengg B ip
Amazon Kuiper:* 4 % % F % ﬁ‘mLEO i
Bots BB Rk ShehiEd REOTA 2

Iridium f# % ,"ﬁ “x figkfrk & 5 (Fossa, Raines, Gunsch, and Temple, 1998) - % 1998
#d Motorola 20 @ 2 H E 2 M PPBd > T Natd o ARk Ed 7T FELE X
ol #e %’5% gk £ 780 km 2o b en 7 BaGE B oo R HRFLE IE (TR o (SH R UK
TN E mIRFpFEE #cl "E M F] 66 3 # % (Pratt, Raines, Fossa, and Temple, 1999 )
PUER M5 6B B FIF B RER L4 FROFELEEAFTESR > AL ER
i S SCAVIE W -E L E, o

MEF U SPPAR S S 3 SpaceX A HFE T T S EAF R i@ 0 HEUE 9 5L

(Falcon 9) (SpaceX, n.d.-a) - s % b5 ™% 117 k38 Sbena ko gl oh 1 4030 20 % R endd
FE . Wi LEO fk s bienfp @ o H ¢ Jd SpaceX £]7%:7 LEO f#Fk & ¢ Starlink » 2 Ka »
Ku 4 £ enfer & &k $& i PR 7% (del Portillo, Cameron, and Crawley, 2019) - # * Mixed g
FEHS o BF P EA S5 - AR A A4 % - RFEE (VL VvDLS) I EES
B 12 W TLFEEL S S i 4,000 50 ek o A NS AR B R il 6 5
e % feoenduig 2% (Pachler, del Portillo, Crawley, and Cameron, 2021) - j& vl :x 2 2 & §2
chvlS B 4afrh B4 ARG RN 0 4 TR fﬁ%“'fﬁ@ﬁﬁ]é‘i 4@ AEsr (v2.0)
$d FTER O 0 E AT (Starshlp) Fh R MAINE (F 3 A5 02022) 0 BBEH R

A A i};_f K 'zu# # e Iridium % % 3 B & en
% k%o % i Bz B3 ;ji,{’m‘_,‘iﬁ:frk 75N



80 BEH Rk

2 BIHERAKSIBEE

G EAE RGN R EAF A (km) i (0)  Fuge iR (p) ek kK

Iridium Walker Star 780 86.4 6 66
Starlink Mixed 550 53.0 72 1,584
(Shell 1)
570 70.0 36 720
( Shell 2)
560 97.6 6 348
(Shell 3)
540 53.2 72 1,584
( Shell 4)
560 97.6 4 172
(Shell 5)
OneWeb Walker Star 1,200 87.9 12 648
Kuiper (3g3*+)  Walker Delta 590 33.0 28 784
610 42.0 36 1,296
630 51.9 34 1,156

FR KR EF P FAL R

ﬁsﬁ 3F SHFhE oy - R4k ¥ p o E R L | ¢ (Federal Communications
Commission, FCC) © 8 SpaceX #F &+H ¢ 17,500 3F % = * L (Tung, 2022) - ,Tkl@ﬁ%lé‘é
435 = Starlink 4% # 7 25 ~ 100 Mbps #7777 §4i# & > 5 ~ 10 Mbps ¢} #@:i¢ & (Starlink,
nd.) -

OneWeb ¥ - 3+ 2 M aFEhd 27 » I E R R4 H Eadao>rhid
fefr > 12 Ka~ Ku#g foenfr k. k3% B PRF% > 4% % Walker Star $e4& frif «0i8 (7 558 > 3 1,200
km g Z30F 12 B 5 0 A% 648 3k K & > TR % PRI+ - OneWeb % .;bmxm:ln; 4
it 53 # %) 50 Mbps 0 Vi & 2 & 5] 15 Mbps 1 @i B (Eutelsat OneWeb, n.d.)

Kuiper €. d I B 2 @ % 1 e LEO ik 3+ 4 » 373" SpaceX enth 84 T 4 = B 7 [ it
F K NE LEO fFk » - & a4 590 km o330 (A > #F R 28 BTG o & BTG
DS IFHEE N o A mtiE 45 610 km e 420 M & 0 A L 36 BT G 0 F BT G363 L
B B2 kAR 630km e S1.9° M4 > #F 34 BTG 0 F BTG AL 0 b R
P MAREEF N L FEARGE 0 F ASEEREIREE > 7 2 Amazon
BBV RERMBAACRE NS R T3 RH2 A n;i;iigij i B #3400 Mbps ( Amazon,
nd.)
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18 ~ LEO 7 2812 #H-MEWM B W <
TCP ( Transmission Control Protocol ) = 3tk

TCP# B & SRS S gr b @7 SR LBk #0285 54 (Bnd-
mﬂm)Fim@%éﬁ’mﬁﬁ%ﬁi%#ﬂﬁﬁ“#i@ TR U A A I
AT AE A TR ERE D FRER G mlﬁbﬂkﬁhﬁﬁm%ﬁ’hﬁf
B9 ENVAGTCP o dewe 2 #rif LEO bk i3 B 7 3% 5 gk R § TCP k238 5
% LEO f#Fh 8P > 4rd §20 — k7P o P 3 ch TCP 15 %% & 8 4 4H4p $HE T ehd o
Fw%%,aum%&é%ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ’%@”&&W*Qﬁ*”ﬁﬁﬁ%%°ﬁ

R F R LB X T &P R el » Bk =~ 48 3%-% (Bit Error Rates,
Mm)Fﬂ,k%&fﬁW(RwMTmeeMT)aﬂﬂﬁp#%ﬁmvulkmﬁﬁ
i e FFHTCP T3> 1 2 JI 5 "7 £ & LEO bk 8¢ doci £ 0

T T3 B TCP sy ch % o

A‘v‘.éa

LEO {4 & aﬁlmmwgw»ww%ﬁwk%m%}%(mwhmo>$¥@2@¥
R > e AR ﬁ% &m&mkvi@ PookRagh 2 Bk BRI G A
E g et ¥ o 4 TCP 3% #2+4) ehfk fxd> (Slow Start) #+4]¢ » @247 & mf | F #rrv]z
R B AN = i 14"’31—.% fE‘% TR EE P e B e H F‘/})—'ﬂ LEO fFk cni 2R B~ F &
EERBEATELFLENRIT REPFERI e > MAhRHE @RS Bg T o

- ¥R E

ARG AR L 6 it 0 LEO fFk chiltdk b ¢ F R HBER i ¥ &4 B HLF
HFoldz o P FETRATF]E P AR GRS o ok F A THE R E K A T
A A Ak G Mgk s (User Data Link, UDL) b o 4438 @ 50eh TCP 2 32041484 »
He B AP FHF L FET F R T A SM G 470y TCP & * > BER #2
BTRBPE 0 TCP &2~ 54446 .55 P ARFTEL > VA R TCP &3 9" W FE T
oA 5 A @ g e T

= #Hah3 e RTT

% LEO @k cnfe e o P > d 0k (h3 @ 8 & {odf ¥ cde £ (Handover) 4% > &

B meb2 Bl d gl 2 g o Lo fEh 2 BFoodBRis, va gt ¥d 0 &
B F % ¥ i ¥ TCP en RTT fodg pF € @ P& A (Retransmission Time Out, RTO) e frfd & 4
MyEpg-
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Vg~ Moo 45 5n M4 B R AR B Y R AR

UDL %3 6 R AR PGS RRER L 2> RENEF S E S F A DM G 2 5
s R E RS T F o UDL » € Tt @ AR e ik - B 6 3P 7 UDL i3k (8 7 it i & 4
Behplid » BRg 4 TCPHY|3te BAFT2En ERFEFT O T o BEAHFL A
FENET78-9%84tF o e L A TIPFUDL Fl 5@ a fE%TH 7 &k S > & T2
B~ 1Y - BEOFEEDENS T 8954 » TV AL ERS T 895 1
BAEFEDH 456537 BRE S FlERE > B4 4 Bl 4E o

%

T ,N‘-‘?“
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Satellite Mobility Direction

D - EEE o®
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@ (3 Hosi)

o /8

el .
“%i ;ipgjg!!‘ﬂP
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§ "
_____ I Sl S
T1 T2
Sender
(4 3%3%)

6 UDL g3t %A
741 k& © Wang, Wang, Liu, and Chen (2008) -

A HERTF

%“#mﬁ%&ﬁ%iﬁﬁ’ﬂ%LHN”EUﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%&%%%ﬁ’W%%Eﬁ
ERNEEHBEBAEFL AT AT IF{ TR - AFRBRE Y ARAFE G XTI R
WpE HRAR R A A o ] TP 1 F @i iiyces @ % LEO ek i 4 pE o
¢ R i sehprdic (Hop Count) #-§ 715 firk 3% = chb fha MW £ Agedm g > B7 (a)
For PP ETI FRTHEFEE D FRFRR > B30 T2 S 57 fmh C hadidm
4e@® 7 (b) > AR S RT3 BEEY 271 %L K T2 8 FE B s
éfﬁfff’ff* A4 B 7 () o PP SR 4 o USRI T RS > Bl

A e Fl Lk A H ol A 4 L ks T o

PRAR R i £ 7 a0 R TCP B T f B o WA AT S L A g
TEis o (S m @B iF a4t e g;b Loan B it e RETERE ERA B aOFEE S @ﬁ;ﬁﬁi
TR e B8 (a) Ahl % 12 383 ATIFGFLE CEBES L D i A T2
Fladefesm+ > Kk DE#HI Y 2ih CaR - LB B IR jchas 12
3L FP T REE - v s CH A BEDEE s F 785 BEHE 456
Bodte o i 7 i 4c Rl 8 (b)
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Satellite Mobility Direction >

Data transmission path({# #48842) ~ender(1¥i%3%) eceiver(&l&iﬁ)l

(a) B REGFE Dig s

[ S Satellite Mobility Direction — ee——————

Data transmission path({ #5354%) ender(i§i£3%)  eceiver (3 d)

(b) #fza ReEFELE CaMm

T3 — Satellite Mobility Direction —

N L ’ \
£ \ 7 ) ’ \, 4 X
/ 3, ’ \ 7 \ ’ \
’ \ ’ \ f ) \ ’ %
3 o ’ N ’ s ’ \
7 % ’ 3, ’ 3 ’ 3
4 3, 7. % ’ \ s \
g N 7 \, 7 \ ’ i
/ \ / N / \, 7 \
/ \ / \ / \ / \
/ \ 7 \ ¥ \ 7 \
’ Y 3 \ ’ Ay ’ 3
’ N % N \
7 N/ \ Y 4 \
Il \ N { ‘\
. 7

/ \‘ AN r \ \
s ) \ & \ (¢ N Y
’ \ 4 \ - / TR e e i b2

i -z ~femaz "7:-<:~:‘ ----- )\
¢ ") TN A T e

S —— —=mezl ——3=el_ B Y L -

| »Data transmission path({# $4 % 12) ~ender(i3%) = eceiver (3 i)

(c) BiE4 SEfFLE AR

B7 KHERFTER
4L kR : Chowdhury, Atiquzzaman, and Ivancic (2006) -

83



84

a8

wh rﬁ GRS @M} B % TCP & 4 j?' Fenfp Fl o A2 4 LEO firh fF

il AAH B B g

FH &

.2 LEO [l }& R I -§1r'4e 2
Mt b oo ko kit LEO #Fk i
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L — Satellite Mobility Direction —_—

* Wang etal. (2
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b

ERT k& U

s el TTTgeel e

| »Data transmission path(1} #5#44&) ~ender({% % %) eceiver(&&k%)|

(a) # 1-2~3%4¢J @k CBED L D

T2 — Satellite Mobility Direction
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TP & S FRL e 02023 # 107 2P 0 (? EF BN IZ OneWeb M iLiEEh JRIFE B 4 8 o (¢
< i AL ) - https://www.cna.com.tw/news/afe/202310020090.aspx (£ 30 p #F : 2025 & 4
16p) o

iz 2 > 2023 > (3GPPNTN 24 G e 2 e) » (7 %L2i) - 1960 F 15-24 ¢

W %=xz? <o nd > (FF) - https//www.tasa.org.tw/index.php?In=zh TW (§ 5 p # :
2024 #3 % 14 p ) o

TRE-T X% 02022127 13p > (Th4a3+4 ) (Starlink) ;%) > (CASE#415) >
https://case.ntu.edu.tw/blog/?p=41187 (i p # 2024 & 11 * 18 p ) -

Al-Hraishawi H., Chougrani H., Kisseleff S., Lagunas E., and Chatzinotas S., 2023, “A Survey on

Nongeostationary Satellite Systems: The Communication Perspective,” IEEE Communications
Surveys & Tutorials, 25(1), 101-132. doi:10.1109/COMST.2022.3197695
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