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Abstract

Since the Communist Reform and Opening by Deng Xiaoping in 1979, China’s sea power
development strategy has developed dynamically; aggressively seeking to strike a balance with
traditional land power thinking within China. Therefore, “One Belt One Road” initiative could be
regarded as the product of compromise as well as China’s courage in entering the world from the
two strategic directions of land and sea. Although destruction and economic recession since the
Cultural Revolution have threatened the continued rule of the Chinese Communist Party, progress
due to economic reformation, the improvement of overall economic standards, and the trend of
economic globalization have become the main force behind sea power development.

Although China lacked comprehensive sea power theories in the past, Liu Huaqing’s theory
based on national security, survival, and development outlined the “Short Sea” of China and
stipulated the developmental limits of Chinese sea power before 2050. His theory was not confined
to the Western concept of island chains. Furthermore, the sea power theories of A. T. Mahan will
not be the main ideas for implementing “the Dream of Strong Army” by the Chinese navy.
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